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or killed at all except for food. All wanton destruction of life is forbidden.*
After passing the line, a special prayer is repeated at intervals, at times in chorus. It runs as follows :
" Oh, my God, I am here, I am before Thee, Thou hast no compeer, Thine is the power and the kingdom. Mercy is Thy attribute. Here I am, here I am. Oh, my God, here I am ! "
The last words (Lebeka, lebeka, Allahooma lebeka) are repeated many times over in a sort of wailing key and taken up again and again at different points along the line.
In our half-clad condition we found the early morning air very chilly and were glad when the sun rose. As it got light Ibrahim, who had made the pilgrimage before, pointed out to me the Gebel-en-Noor (mountain of light), a high conical peak surmounted by a sort of beacon, which I am told is really a tomb. This is one of the famous hills overlooking the city. About eight o'clock we passed a few stone houses some distance to the left, which we were told belonged to Mecca, and accordingly we read the prayer appropriate to the first sight of its buildings. Each of us was provided with a book containing all these prayers in their proper order, to be recited on different occasions, such as on assuming the Ihram, the first view of the city, passing the gate, catching sight of the Kaaba, and so on. This particular prayer began :
" Oh, Lord, who hast brought me in safety to this place, do Thou bring me safely out again." A sentiment to which one person at any rate in that caravan said "Amen " most fervently.
Yet though I must confess to having felt a little nervous, I had only to glance round to see that most of my fellow-pilgrims were more frightened still. As we approached the town their excitement became quite painful to witness. For about an hour we travelled on, passing only a few small huts and an occasional Bedoui tent, till I began to wonder where on earth Mecca could be
* Tn the state of " Ihram " the pilgrim is forbidden to take life of any kind; even insects, with the exception of scorpions and one or two others dangerous to human beings, are protected. All loud talking and squabbling are likewise prohibited.